CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

OF THE

EASTPOINTE FIREFIGHTER’S

BENEVOLENT FUND

PREAMBLE

We, the members of the Eastpointe Firefighter’s IAFF Local 1561, do hereby associate ourselves together, for the purpose of mutual welfare and do hereby cause, to create a plan to be known as the Eastpointe Firefighter’s Benevolent Fund.

ARTICLE 1

Section 01. The name of the plan shall be known as the EASTPOINTE FIREFIGHTER’S BENEVOLENT FUND, here as to be known as the plan. 
Section 02. The object of the plan, shall associate together all dues paying members of Eastpointe Firefighters IAFF Local 1561, here as to be known as the local, to establish a fund from which donation payments may be made to a designated beneficiary listed, in case of death only, thus making said plan for the sole benefit of members, and not for profit. 
Section 03. The number of members of said plan, and qualifications of membership,

shall be regulated by the CONSTITUTION and BY-LAWS of this plan.

Section 04. The principal address of this benevolent fund shall be 16370 Nine Mile Road, Eastpointe, MI 48021.

Section 05. The duration and life of this plan, shall be as long as the Eastpointe Fire & Rescue Department exists.

Section 06. The administration and control of this plan shall rest in the hands of the elected trustees.

ARTICLE II

Section 01. The officer’s of this plan, shall be those elected, by the members of the local. 
Section 02. There shall be 3 elected trustees that will serve a term of 3 years with nominations to be made in March and elections to be held in April of the appropriate year.

Section 03. The trustees shall report the status and wellbeing of the fund to the local, at the regular monthly union meetings.
Section 04. The trustees of this fund in cooperation with the TREASURER OF THE LOCAL, shall, receive all monies, sign all vouchers when a death occurs and pay all bills.

Section 05. The trustees in cooperation with the TREASURER OF THE LOCAL shall deposit all monies in the name of the plan in an established savings account and whenever possible, these funds be placed, where same may draw interest.

Section 06. The trustees shall govern and administer such interest bearing investments that may include such activity such as Certificate of Deposits, etc. All investment opportunities must me made thru the same bank as the savings account itself resides.

ARTICLE III

Section 01. Auditing Committee

The trustees shall insure an annual audit of the account activity is done and presented to the local membership in the first quarter of each year.

ARTICLE IV

Section 01. ELEGIBILITY. The qualification for membership in this plan shall be as

follows:

A. The individual must be a dues paying member of EASTPOINTE PROFESSIONAL FIREFIGHTERS IAFF LOCAL 1561.
ARTICLE V

FUNDRAISING
Section 01. The trustees shall present fund raising concepts to the local for its consideration. Majority vote of the local must be obtained to support such concepts.
Section 02. Fundraisers may require usage of funds in the savings account and may be used for expenditures for the sole purpose of fundraising at the discretion of the trustees. Such expenditures must be approved by the trustees with all receipts kept on file.  
ARTICLE VI

Section 01. The benevolent donation benefits to be obtained by membership in this plan

shall be as follows.

A. Upon the death of a member, from any cause whatsoever, the Financial Secretary or Treasurer of the plan, will immediately issue a donation voucher payable to the designated beneficiary of the deceased member listed. Funds will be drawn from the savings account of the plan. 
B. The amount issued shall be $1000.00 with consideration for increase to be given as the fund balance increases. 
C. In the event of multiple deaths, the trustees shall devise a benefit amount to be paid based on fund availability. 

D. At no time shall the fund balance be less than $250.00
E. If a plan member names no beneficiary, no monies will be paid out of the fund. 

ARTICLE VII
Section 01. These articles may be altered or amended by presenting suggested

changes in writing at a regular monthly meeting of the local. Majority vote of the local shall warrant amendments to said bylaws.
Adopted this Day of, March 26, 2008
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Eastpointe Firefighters Benevolent Fund
Summary of By-Law Changes

Details of changes are in the local meeting minutes

1/28/2008 – Change death benefit from $500.00 to $1000.00
